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Frog Facts

The common frog is the most widespread amphibian species in
Saffordshireandindeed theBritish Ides. Each springtheWildlife Trust
receives numerousenquiriesconcerning frogs, frog spawn and tadpoles.
Thisfact sheet attemptsto answer some of themost commonly asked
questions.

Should | move frog spawn, tadpoles or
frogs?

The movement of frogs and their spawn should be avoided
wherever possible.

By taking spawn or adultsto another pond you may increasetherisk of
gpreading disease. Thereisincreasing evidencethat diseasesaffecting
frog popul ations can be spread by movement of infected spawn and
adultsfrom one pond to another.

Moving frogs, tadpoles or spawn can aso result in the transfer of
unwanted invasive plantsand animals, including predatory fish. Such accidenta transferscan drastically effect the
wildlifevaueof thepond.

Introducing frogsto anew pond doesn’t meanthat they will thrivethere. Thenew pond may be unsuitablefor frogs,
theremay be high popul ations of predatory fish present for example, or the surrounding areamay not provide
suitable habitat for adult frogsto feed.

Do | have too many frogs/too much frog spawn in my pond?

Amphibians are naturally abundant

Sometimes garden ponds can seem to be over-crowded with clumps of spawn, tadpoles, or adult frogs. However,
aslong asyou have not introduced animal sfrom el sawhere, thisisaperfectly normal situation. Amphibianscan
experience hugefluctuationsin numbers, and by laying largeamounts of eggsthey can ensurethat at least some of
their offspringwill survivethe many perilsthey facein thefirst few weeksof life. It hasbeenworked out that only
around 2 or 3 per cent of frog eggs survivelong enough to become adults.

Frogsareimportant as natural prey of mammals, birds, reptiles, fish and aquatic invertebrates. Thesurvival of
spawn, tadpol es and adult frogs can also belimited by destruction of habitat, extremes of water temperature and
drying out of ponds.

Thesefactorsensurethat thereisoften ahigh mortdity rate, only afraction of those potentia frogsoriginaly deposited
asspawnwill hop out asfroglets. Even fewer will become adult frogsableto breed themsalves,

Competition between tadpoleswill ensurethat only those best suited to therigoursof pond lifewill survive.



Will frogs harm the fish in my pond?

Fish benefit from living with frogs.

Occasionally frogsor toadsgrasp hold of fishand may (very rarely) end up
damaging them. Thistendsto happen early in the breeding season when
thereisalargenumber of maefrogsseeking to pair up with thelessabundant
females, and in desperation the malesmay grab onto amost anything they
can. Thisisarareoccurrence however, andwill only happenfor afew days
inthespring. Infact frogsare beneficia tofishingarden pondssincetheir
spawn and tadpol es provide anideal food source. Overall thefish benefit
from the otherwise happy coexistence.

| would like to have frogs in my pond. Where

can | get them from?

The best way to stock your pond with amphibiansisto leave them to
doit for you.

Frogs, toadsand newtscan enhanceyour garden gregtly, addingtoitswildlife
value, providing educational interest for children and helping to control the
pest specieswhichtry toturnyour plantsinto ameal.

A great many househol dsderive pleasure from watching their resident frogs
returnto breed year after year andin doing so play anincreasingly important
rolein the conservation of amphibiansastheir wild habitats become more
and more scarce. However, introducing frogsto anew pond artificially
should beavoided, thesitemay beunsuitablefor them (the Abandonment of
AnimasActindicatesthat itisillegal tointroduce animalsinto unsuitable
places), and thereisarisk of spreading disease.

Inmost casesamphibianswill coloniseapond naturally within afew yearsif
the habitat issuitablefor them.
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